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JIS REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH AUDITOR GENERAL’S 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Requested by the Jamaica Accountability Meter Portal 

 

Background 

The 2024 (December) Auditor General’s Report noted that, contrary to instructions requiring 

adherence to approved budget ceilings, the Accounting Officer exceeded the approved budget 

ceiling by $70.4 million during the 2021/2022 financial year. The Report further indicated that 

this matter had also been raised in the previous Annual Report and emphasized the need for 

strict compliance with the Appropriation Law and related instructions. 

Management acknowledged the recommendation and advised of its intention to seek approval 

from the Ministry of Finance and the Public Service (MOFPS) to utilize surplus Appropriations in 

Aid to offset the expenditure incurred above the approved budget ceiling. 

In response, the Jamaica Accountability Meter Portal is requesting supporting documentation 

regarding: 

1. Measures implemented to ensure strict compliance with approved budget ceilings and 

prevent recurrence of expenditure overruns in breach of the Appropriation Law. 

2. The status of approval from the Ministry of Finance and the Public Service to use surplus 

Appropriations in Aid to offset the excess expenditure. 

 

Response by Jamaica Information Service to Request for Information 

1. Measures Implemented to Ensure Compliance with Approved Budget Ceilings 

The Management of the Jamaica Information Service continues to strengthen accountability 

systems to prevent recurrence of expenditure overruns.  Existing measures have been 

reinforced to support financial oversight and ensure compliance with approved budget ceilings. 

These measures include: 

1. Strengthening Internal Controls: JIS has enhanced our internal monitoring and 
reporting mechanisms to ensure stricter adherence to AIA ceilings and to trigger earlier alerts 
for projected expenditures exceeding approved levels.  
2. Periodic Compliance Reviews: The Finance Department now conducts scheduled 
reviews to ensure alignment of revenue inflows, expenditure patterns, and AIA limits.  
3. Improved Approval Protocols: Any potential adjustment to AIA requirements will 
now be escalated promptly to senior management for timely engagement with the MFPS.  
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4. Guidance and reminders from executive leadership to managers: Meeting 
hosted by executive leadership with managers to reiterate the requirement for financial 
prudence and vigilance in adhering to verification processes and approvals. 
5. Continued provision of Monthly Income and Expenditure Statement: This statement, 
which is to be used as a guidance tool, provides information on the revenue earned by the 
Production Departments, expenditures made by them, and the balance remaining on their 
respective the annual budget allocation. 

 

 

2. The status of approval from the Ministry of Finance and the Public Service to use 

surplus Appropriations in Aid to offset the excess expenditure. 

1. The Management of the Jamaica Information Service wrote to the Ministry of Finance 

(letter dated Jan 8, 2025) seeking approval to utilise surplus Appropriations in Aid to 

offset the excess expenditure incurred during the 2021/2022 financial year that was 

made to facilitate the acquisition of equipment critical to the operation of the Agency. 

2. The Ministry of Finance responded to the Jamaica Information Service outlining remedial 

measures. 

3. The Management of the Jamaica Information Service again wrote to the Ministry of 

Finance (letter dated Jan 20, 2026) outlining the need for the intervention to close the 

shortfall required to ensure the Agency’s efficient operations.  The letter sought the 

Ministry’s authorisation to exceed the approved budgetary allocations for 2025-2026 and 

2026-2027 in order to facilitate infrastructure and equipment upgrades, utilising GCT 

refunded to the Agency.  This need emerged following the non-provision of an allocation 

for capital expenditure for three consecutive years (2023/24, 2024/25 and 2025-26) and 

the absence of such allocation in the current 2025/26 Estimates of Expenditure.    

Please find attached the following supporting documentation: 

1. Letter from Jamaica Information Service to the Ministry of Finance dated January 8, 

2025 

2. Letter to Jamaica Information Service from the Ministry of Finance dated January 30, 

2025 

3. Letter to from Jamaica Information Service to the Ministry of Finance dated January 30, 

2026 

4. Minutes of Jamaica Information Service Executive Management held April 28, 2025 

(redacted), which shows the Acting CEO’s guidance to managers. 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 


